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Bell, partner look into
future

They hope to lure contract to develop flying
personnel carrier

12:00 AM CDT on Tuesday, July 18, 2006

By RICHARD WHITTLE / The Dallas Morning News

FARNBOROUGH, England - Batman might be
jealous if he saw a futuristic concept for a flying
armored personnel carrier that Bell Helicopter
Textron Inc. and an Israeli partner unveiled
Monday.

Bell and Israel's Urban Aerospace are seeking a
$500,000 contract from the Office of Naval
Research to develop the X-Hawk, a scale model
of which was displayed at the Farnborough
International Airshow.

The X-Hawk can take off and land vertically like
a helicopter, but without the exposed rotors
that can make it difficult or impossible for a
traditional chopper to operate around buildings
or power lines.

Bell and its partner envision selling it for
Special Weapons and Tactics teams, special
operations troops and rescue squads, who
could use it to get to problems fast and enter
high-rise buildings from windows high above
ground.

It's sort of a flying Humvee, but more
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streamlined.

Aerospace engineer Rafi Yoeli, president and
chief executive of Urban Aeronautics, admitted
that the X-Hawk's gee-whiz exterior has been a
hindrance during the five years he's been
working on it.

"People were thinking, 'Oh, come on, the
Jetsons again,' " Mr. Yoeli said.

But Bell, the initial developer of the innovative
tilt-rotor technology used in the V-22 Osprey,
is all for it.

"We'll spend just over $1 million this year" on
it, said Mark Gibson, vice president of advanced
concept development for Bell.

E-mail rwhittle@dallasnews.com

More headlines...
In slow pursuit of counterfeiters

ERCOT: Power shortfall possible
Tenet selling 3 hospitals in New Orleans area

2 Texas towns hoping to land pioneering 'clean
coal' plant

Wright hurdles: 1 down, new 1 up

More...

& Print | 3 Discuss | & E-mail

= ARCHIVES: Search for more stories on this
and other topics | Search Tips

& SUBSCRIBE: Get The Dallas Morning News
delivered to your home

Aduartizing

Table of Contents

SportsDay Lifestyles Other Features
SportsDay Lifestyles Can't Find It?
SportsSay Blog Consejos Columnists
Columnists Dear Abby E-cards
Cowboys/NFL Family Forums
Mavericks/NBA FID Shops Lottery
Rangers/MLB FID Luxe Newsletters
Stars/NHL Healthy Living Desktop News
Colleges Home SMS Alerts
High Schools Solutions
Golf Sunday Life The Dallas Morning
Motor Sports Taste News
Pro Soccer Subscriber Services
Other Sports Special Interests The Front Page (.pdf)
Ski Reports Auto Enthusiasts DMN Front Page Stories

Page 2 of 3

Related Sites
AlDiaTX.com
Community
CowboysPlus.com
DentonRC
DiscoverDFW
GuideLive
Media Access
QuickDFW
Texas Almanac
TXCN
WFAA

Marketplace
Front Page Store

http://www.dallasnews.com/sharedcontent/dws/bus/stories/DN-xhawk 18bus.ART.State.E... 7/18/2006



Dallas Morning News | News for Dallas, Texas | Business

Business/Technology
Personal Finance
Personal Technology
Real Estate

Scott Burns
Stocks/Quotes

D-FW Top 200

GuideLive/A&E
GuideLive
Crossword
Garfield Games
Herman
Horoscope
TV Listings

Break Room
Obituaries
Opinion

Pets
Photography
Religion
Traffic
Travel

Video
Weather

Newspaper Ads
Submit A Celebration
Ad

View Celebrations
DMN Archives
Obituary Archives
Jobs

Internships

Page 3 of 3

Q

&=

RELIABILITY
PROGRAM

Help Center | Contact Us | Terms of Service | Privacy | | Site Map | About Us
© 2006 The Dallas Morning News Co.

http://www.dallasnews.com/sharedcontent/dws/bus/stories/DN-xhawk 18bus.ART.State.E... 7/18/2006




